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Welcome to this special ‘White Smoke’ Summer issue of the Herald ! 
Yes, a new Priest in Charge has been appointed for Helmsley and Upper 
Ryedale. He is Revd Tim Robinson, he introduces himself on page 4, and 
he will be installed at All Saints on Sunday 5 September. We welcome him 
and his wife Helen very warmly; and we add our special thanks to Canon 
Francis Hewitt, who has made such wonderful contributions to our worship, 
with Revd Ben Nicholson, during the Interregnum. 
 
Revd Tim will be made Priest in Charge , rather than ‘Vicar’, because at 
the moment the legal process for appointing a Vicar is suspended while 
the vicarage is being replaced and the posts in Helmsley and in Upper 
Ryedale are being formally combined into one. When those two pieces of 
work are complete, it is intended that the suspension will be lifted and that 
Tim should be made Vicar. Meanwhile, we hope that work on the new 
Baxtons Lane vicarage will begin in the autumn. 
 
The next Herald issue  will be published at the end of August.  
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Who’s Who in Helmsley Parish 
   
Assistant Curate  Rev’d Ben Nicholson  �772150 
Hon Assistant Priests Canon Francis Hewitt           �01751 430322 

  Rev’d Bob Shaw    �770178 
Churchwardens  Mark Willshaw   �770033 
   Martin Vander Weyer  �770292 
PCC Secretary  Erica Zarb   �771494 
Organist   Paul Tranmer      �01653 627211 
Hon Treasurer  Catherine Thorn   �770505 
Child Protection  Val Moorby   �770759 
SmAll Saints  Lucy Willshaw   �770033 
Church Flowers  Jan Titchmarsh   �771860 
Tower Captain  Alex Magson   �770412 



  

Revd Tim Robinson introduces himself… 
 
I am absolutely delighted to be appointed Priest in Charge of Helmsley 
and Upper Ryedale. It will not be long before the summer is over 
(assuming it isn’t already!) and I will be out and about visiting and meeting 
church-goers and the wider community. Meanwhile, I hope this thumbnail 
sketch is helpful by way of introduction. 
  
I have felt called to be an Anglican priest ever since I can remember. Early 
influences include watching Winston Churchill’s funeral on television, 
singing in church choirs, playing the organ, discovering the smell of 
incense, and time spent with religious communities at Taizé, Scargill and 
Iona. 
  
After college I taught music for a while in London before training for the 
priesthood at St Stephen’s House Theological College, Oxford. I spent a 
very happy time as a curate in Acklam, a suburban parish in 
Middlesbrough before becoming vicar in North Ormesby, an urban village 
in the heart of the same town. In North Ormesby the church community 
raised quarter of a million pounds from the European Social Fund for 
sustainable regeneration: I am proud that the results can still be seen 
today. 
 
Since 2000 I have been teaching in one of Middlesbrough’s ‘challenging’ 
secondary schools. This has been a rich source of sermon material at 
Sharow, just north of Ripon, where I have been associate priest.  
 
I am married to Helen, a barrister. Between us we have four children; 
Hannah (22) and Joe (20) from my first marriage; Tom (19) and Anna (17) 
from Helen’s. We will establish a base in Helmsley whilst the new 
Helmsley vicarage is being built. We will also keep our family home in 
Ripon, to allow us to see Anna through her final year at Ripon Grammar 
School and (we hope) on to university. 
 
My passions are music and food. Helen is a gardener and a much better 
cook than me! 
 
The licensing takes place at 6pm on Sunday, 5 September in All Saints 
Church, Helmsley.  I very much look forward to being with you. 
 
 



  

Ryedale Festival 2010: 
Events in Helmsley 
 
Duncombe Park, 8pm Fri 16 July: ‘Love and Marriage’ , Gala Opening 
Concert with Dame Felicity Lott (soprano), Gabriel Woolf (actor), 
Christopher Glynn (piano). 
 
Ampleforth Abbey, 3pm Tues 20 July:  Organ recital with Robert Sharpe. 
 
Duncombe Park, 11am Sat 24 July: Coffee Concert  with Karen 
Geoghegan (bassoon) and Timothy End (piano). 
 
Duncombe Park, 8pm Sat 24 July: The Fitzwilliam Qua rtet and 
Friends , with Carolyn Sparey (viola) and Colin Carr (cello). 
 
All Saints, Helmsley, 11am Mon 26 July: Celebrity C offee Concert  
‘Captain Corelli’s Souvenirs’, with Alison Stephens (mandolin) and Craig 
Ogden (guitar). 
 
Helmsley Arts Centre, 8pm Mon 26 July: ‘Honey and B roken Glass’ , 
poetry of Philip Larkin with the jazz Larkin loved played by the John 
Petters Quartet. 
 
Helmsley Arts Centre, 3pm Wed 28 July: Film Premier e ‘Rainbow 
Tribe’. 
 
Helmsley Arts Centre, 8pm Thurs 29 July: Opera; ‘La  voix humaine’  
by Poulenc, with Claire Booth (soprano) and Christopher Glynn (piano). 
 
Full details of all Festival events can be found at 
www.ryedalefestival.co.uk or from 01751 475777. 
 
Exhibition: Ryedale Journeys 
There will be a Festival exhibition of historic photographs from the 
Helmsley Archive at Helmsley Arts Centre from Tues 20 July to Fri 30 July 
(12 noon–3.30pm, closed Mon & Sat) featuring all forms of local transport 
over the past century: trains, horses, buses, carts, cars and bicycles. This 
is part of the continuing series of exhibitions from the Archive, which 
continues to grow as Helmsley residents contribute more material to it. 
Jen Harris (01439 771781) is its curator. 
 



  

Nature Notes: July 
Jonathan Pomroy 
 
On 20 May I visited an area of Wass moor in the hope of finding a 
remarkable bird – a quest that requires a walk at dusk amongst felled 
areas of plantation. The light was fading fast and I wondered whether my 
foray was too early in the year, but as so often happens on my walk back 
to the car I saw it: a nightjar. This strange summer visitor is nocturnal and, 
like the swift, catches its insect prey on the wing. Seeing one by day takes 
great patience and most birdwatchers never do, as the camouflage of a 
nightjar is so good; the finely vermiculated feathers blend in perfectly with 
forest floor and tree bark alike. 
 
But at dusk their feeding begins and with luck on fine evenings you may 
see a display flight as the male whips his wings together above his back to 
create a loud clap, also showing his white wing flashes to great effect. 
 
But the most amazing experience of a nightjar watch is to hear one. The 
male has the most extraordinary churring song which lasts for long periods 
and occasionally lowers in pitch. I could try to describe it but I urge you to 
go and hear one for yourself because it is a sound never to be forgotten, 
coupled with the impending darkness its quality is primeval – chilling and 
thrilling at the same time. 
 
Dusk is an interesting time to explore during the summer months. The 
woodlands around Helmsley have good population of woodcock. The male 
has a strange patrol flight over his woodland territory which he performs as 
the evening draws on. Uttering a strange soft croaking call and a high 
pitched ‘seewick’ sound whilst flying on rhythmic wing beats a ‘roding’ 
woodcock makes a fine sight and sound on a summer evening. 
 
House martins will be raising their broods under the eaves. They are in 
decline unfortunately, and if you’re lucky enough to have them you should 
enjoy watching them. In fine weather, house martins feed very high, often 
with swifts. However in cool weather they feed low – as recently when I 
saw a flock feeding inches from the surface of Newburgh Lake. Their 
nests are an amazing structure. We had the pleasure of watching a pair 
build a nest under our eaves last month. The whole process took about 
twelve days. 
 



  

The nest building starts with the construction of a substantial ledge upon 
which the side wall rests. It’s estimated that a nest is made of about 2,000 
tiny pellets of mud, so the martins must fly a great distance to build a nest. 
I am amazed that some people see them as a nuisance because of their 
droppings. These birds have come all the way from Africa, having fed over 
lions and giraffes and elephants, and they eat thousands of pest insect 
species. For the sake of a bit of cleaning up please don’t begrudge them a 
home on your home. 
  
Bird song is minimal now. You may hear some species of finch and 
perhaps yellowhammers but thrushes, robins and blackbirds go quiet and 
many song birds begin their annual moult. While food is plentiful and the 
weather warm they hide themselves away. Adult birds may replace many 
feathers after the rigours of feeding young. Some blue and great tits may 
literally go bald for a while. This is a normal process of moult. Some 
species moult in preparation for their long migration south. 
 
Look out for migrant insects this month. In some years, painted ladies 
arrive in large numbers. I will never forget going to a church fete some 
years ago: throughout the afternoon painted ladies flew across the field all 
heading exactly due north. 
 
If we are lucky some humming-bird hawk moths may make it this far. This 
is a stunning insect which you may see hovering around a buddleia or 
jasmine in your garden, but they’re usually very restless and soon move 
on. 
 
Given warm weather, July is the best time to watch high speed, screaming 
parties of swifts. Here in Ampleforth I counted sixty-seven above the 
village on 17 June. Many pairs nest under the pantiles which are so 
common in this area. Many such sites are blocked up by people who have 
no idea that the swifts are even there. 
 
The future of these wonderful high summer visitors is in our hands and we 
should celebrate the fact that so many are able to find nest sites in our 
part of Yorkshire. 
 
 
Lottery Winner 
Congratulations to Mrs Paddy Clough of Helmsley who wins the £25 
lottery prize for June. 



  

July: Live Highlights at Helmsley Arts Centre 
 

01439 771700             www.helmsleyarts.co.uk 
 
 

7pm Fri 2 & Sat 3 July      Tickets: £8 / £7 / Family £26 

The Wind in the Willows 
Ratatat Theatre Company presents a new adaptation of the family classic, 

starring Dominic Goodwin 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

4pm Sun 4 July                                          Tickets: £10 / £9 

Dancing the Ramayana 
Traditional North Indian Kathak dance and music 

bring to life the legends of the Ramayana 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

7-9pm, Thurs 8 July                  Tickets: £2 

Ceilidh!Ceilidh!Ceilidh!Ceilidh!    
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

7.30pm Sat 10 July                                                      Tickets: £10 

Guitar: Clive Carroll 
An exceptional young guitarist who excels in all styles of playing 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

2.30pm, Sun 11 July                     Tickets: £8 

Ryedale School’s Wind Band and Jazz Band 
Pupils from Years 7-11 perform classic and contemporary repertoire. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

7.30pm Wed 21– Sat 24 July:    Tickets: £10 / £9 

84 Charing Cross Road84 Charing Cross Road84 Charing Cross Road84 Charing Cross Road    
1812 Theatre Company present a warm and gentle adaptation 

by James Roose-Evans of Helene Hanff’s charming book    

 
July: Cinema at HAC 

 
7.30pm Wed 7 July: Remember Me (12A) 

An unforgettable story about the power of love and the strength of family 
 

7.30pm, Tues 27 July: Lourdes (U) 
Wheelchair-bound Christine escape her isolation to makes a journey to Lourdes, 

the iconic pilgrimage place in the French Pyrenees 
 

(See Ryedale Festival page for Festival events at HAC) 



  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

Summer Crossword    by Frank Parks 
The winner of the June crossword is Mr D Kershaw of Beadlam.  Entries 
for this edition to Martin Vander Weyer at Knipes Hall, Helmsley YO62 
5AE by 20th August. 
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Across 
  1 Gold’s gin cocktail gets places to live (8) 
  5 Hotel in the sky for the very thin (6) 

10 Few sense concern about press meetings (4-11) 
11 Boxing weight or boat (7) 
12 It’s read off in church (7) 
13 Delightful girl caught up in bale (8) 
15 Alpine endlessly could be even ground (5) 
18 Our planet with heart problem (5) 

 



  

20 Goes back to periods of religious contemplation (8) 
23 Make known where pupils should be (7) 

25 Air pest out for a trek (7) 
26 Dancing girl from Oz (8-7) 
27 Very keen it’s heard to change the colour (6) 
28 Scotty & old boy go out and blacklists (8) 

 Down  
 1 Clay moulded around United Nations is madness (6) 
 2 Where 26 across comes from (4-5) 
 3 It cuts in the mouth (7) 
 4 Depart in wagon error (5) 

 6 Pace Ken running round to PatElla? (7) 
 7 Crane flying to Mother of Pearl (5) 
 8 Politicians answer to a straight question (3-3-2) 
 9 Shelter for the camping campanologist (4-4) 
14 Flyers music by R. D. Gibson (4-4) 
16 Aviator George (9) 

17 Rive weed out and analysed (8) 
19 Wild Rhino around Australia shortly gets the skyline (7) 
21 It holds up underwear from Castile (7) 
22 These trees could be sacred (6) 
24 A self regulated sham (5) 
25 Beat poet about the first of May (5) 
 
Answers to June Crossword 
Across 
 1 Show one the door 
 9 Millers 
10 Grouser 
11 Log 
12 Piece of news 
14 Fusion 
15 Grandson 
17 Answered 
19 Stitch 
22 True to scale 
 

23 Pop 
24 Oldster 
26 Arizona 
27 Great Statesman 
 
Down 
 1 Simple Fractions 
 2 Obliges 
 3 Open protest 
 4 Ensued 
 5 Hagberry 
 6 Duo 
 7 Oysters 
 

8 Prison Chaplain 
13 Find the time 
16 Measures 
18 Shudder 
20 Taproom 
21 Canada 
25 Tea 

 



  

Congratulations…  

To Revd Michael Sinclair and Upper Ryedale PCC… 
for the splendid Choral Evensong at All Saints, Hawnby on Trinity Sunday, 
30 May. Sung by the Girl Choristers and Songmen of York Minster 
(directed by Robert Sharpe, with the participation of the Chancellor of the 
Minster, Dr Richard Shephard, and with Michael’s grand-daughter in the 
choir), the service included settings of the Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis by 
Edmund Hopper, and of responses by William Byrd. The church was 
beautifully decorated with flowers as part of Upper Ryedale’s Festival 
Weekend. And the service was followed by a very jolly and substantial 
afternoon tea in Hawnby Village Hall.  
 
To Revd Dr Quentin Wilson…  
our former Evensong organist, on his licensing and installation as Priest in 
Charge of the Parish of St Mary, Old Malton on 14 June. The ancient 
priory church of St Mary was packed for a service which included an 
entertaining sermon by the Bishop of Selby, Rt Revd Martin Wallace, 
addresses of welcome from a succession of civic dignitaries, and an 
accomplished performance of Stanford’s Jubilate Deo by a remarkably 
large choir. The large contingent of Quentin and Anne’s friends from 
Helmsley were taking careful notes for our own forthcoming licensing 
service! 
 
To Joyce Westhead and all her helpers…  
for the success of the Bank Holiday Teas in the Town Hall on 31 May, 
which raised a very gratefully received £479 for parish funds after a long 
and hard day’s work on a busy Bank Holiday. In the interests of compiling 
this report, your editor did his best to sample as many homemade cakes 
as possible – and found them all delicious, but felt (after returning for a 
second slice) that Raffa Duncombe’s Italian Lemon Cake deserved 
particular mention. Raffa’s secret recipe is published in this issue.  
 
…and greetings to Canon Gregory Page-Turner  
who attended morning service at All Saints Helmsley on 31 May and was 
assumed by some of the congregation to be our new vicar on a not-so-
secret recce. He was in fact the curate in Helmsley, under David Senior’s 
tutelage, fifty years ago, when he lived in one half of Canon’s Garth (and 
an order of nursing nuns lived in the other half). We understand he was 
also the model for the curate played by Derek Nimmo in the 1960s 
television sit-com All Gas and Gaiters.      



  

Revd Geoffrey Wilbourne remembered 
Revd Geoffrey Wilbourne, David’s father and a regular visitor to All Saints, 
died on 25 May, aged 81. The PCC asked whether we might make a 
donation to a chosen charity in his memory. David replied: ‘This is really 
very kind of you. But there is no need for the PCC to make a donation in 
Dad’s memory – he and mum always much enjoyed their visits to the 
parish and really felt at home there. The parish in return welcomed him, 
and hosted the 40th anniversary of his priesthood. And Dad was so proud 
that the donations from mum’s relations and friends following her death 
jump-started the fund to save the church at Rievaulx — and not just to 
save it but to make it warm!’ 
 
Here is an extract from David’s funeral address: 
 
‘His sermons were short, but Dad was capable of including a rant. In the 
1960s as the world reeled from the threat of nuclear annihilation, the 
permissive society and the horror of Vietnam, Dad preached against a 
fourth evil: Harry Secombe. Harry had sung a song, ‘If I ruled the world’. 
He was wrong, Dad declared, God ruled the world. But more seriously, 
Dad had walked beside too many people for whom it was definitely not the 
first day of spring, who never ever had a new song to sing. Dad simply 
stood beside them on their personal Good Friday and silently ached with 
them. The sugary sentimentality of Secombe’s Highway passed them by; 
but Dad didn’t pass them by… 
 
His favourite hymn was Come Down O Love Divine, which is Dad and his 
ministry to a tee: Let Holy Charity mine outward vesture be/ and lowliness 
become my inner clothing/ True lowliness of heart which bears the 
humbler part/ and o’er it’s own shortcomings weeps with loathing. 
 
Or to put it in another way, from Trollope’s Barchester Towers — whose 
hero is not Archdeacon Grantly, or the imperious bishop Proudie, or Slope 
his unctuous chaplain, but Mr Harding, the Cathedral Precentor, the 
humblest of men often lost for words as he contemplates the Almighty. 
The novel ends: The author now leaves him in the hands of his readers. 
Not as a hero, not as a man to be admired and talked of, not as a man 
who should be toasted at public dinners and spoken of with conventional 
absurdity as the perfect divine, but as a good man without guile, believing 
humbly in the religion he has striven to teach, and guided by the precepts 
which he has striven to learn.’ 
 



  

Dates for your Diary… 
 
Sun 1 Aug, 10am: Sung Eucharist at Rievaulx Abbey 
In conjunction with Ryedale Festival, the Parishes of Helmsley and Upper 
Ryedale will celebrate Sung Eucharist in the ruins of Rievaulx Abbey to 
commemorate the 900th anniversary of the birth of St Aelred in 1110. In 
1147 Aelred became the third abbot of the Cistercian monastery and did 
much to develop the life of the community and its international reputation. 
By the time of his death in 1167 there were 150 choir monks at Rievaulx, 
and about 500 lay brothers farming the land spread over Bilsdale and the 
North York Moors. Many of Rievaulx’s monastic buildings were 
constructed during his tenure. The Eucharist will be based on the Book of 
Common Prayer and the celebrant will be Revd Michael Sinclair, assisted 
by Revd Ben Nicholson. Music will be provided by the Ryedale Festival 
Ensemble. Everyone is very welcome. Please bring your own chair, your 
umbrella (to fend off the sun!) and be seated before 10am. 

 
Sun 5 Sept, 6pm: Licensing of Revd Tim Robinson 
as Priest in Charge of Helmsley and Upper Ryedale 
by Rt Revd Martin Warner, Bishop of Whitby, at All Saints, Helmsley, 
followed by a party in the Town Hall. Full details to be announced. 
 
 
Sat 11 Sept: Sponsored Ride & Stride 
It’s that time of year again – time to be sponsored to visit as many lovely 
churches as you can – on foot, by bike, by car or even by public transport. 
The money you raise is divided equally between the Yorkshire Historic 
Churches Trust (YCHT) and your own nominated church. In 2009, the 
York deaneries raised almost £21,000 by riding and striding – and 
Northern Ryedale raised £1,534. Anyone can join in, and there is no 
organised route – go wherever you wish! If you cannot be actively involved 
then please sponsor someone who can, or be a sponsored church-sitter to 
welcome visitors. Entry forms are available from your churchwardens, and 
please visit www.yhct.org.uk to see how the money is used for our historic 
churches. So, dust off the bike and get ready – you’ll enjoy it. 
 
David Procter  (Deanery organiser)      01751 475141 
Erica Zarb (All Saints Organiser)      01439 771494 
 



  

Raffa Duncombe’s Very Easy Italian Lemon Cake 
(Torta di Limone) 

Ingredients  
140g caster sugar 
150g self-raising flour 
150g butter 
3 tablespoons milk 
3 eggs 
Zest and juice of 2 large unwaxed lemons 

For the Drizzle  
100g caster sugar 
Juice of 2 big lemons 

Method  
Preheat the oven to 180C. Cream the butter and sugar first, then beat in 
the eggs and the flour, and finally the lemon juice, the lemon zest and the 
milk. Beat all the ingredients together with an electric whisk until you have 
a smooth mixture (you can use a blender). Line a 23cm cake tin with 
greaseproof paper, pour the mixture into the tin and level the surface. 
Place the tin in the oven and bake for 50-60 minutes, or until a skewer 
through the centre comes out dry and clean! Once ready, remove the cake 
from the oven, allow it to cool for 2 minutes, then prick it all over with a 
fork. Combine the lemon juice and the caster sugar stirring all the time, 
then pour over the cake very carefully. Leave to cool. 

 
Parish Registers 
 
Married  at All Saints: 
Clive Thomas Greenwood and Anna Catharine Horrox  
Benjamin James Briant and Helen Elizabeth Dobson 
 
Baptised  at All Saints: 
Amy Louise Slattery 
 
Funeral Services : Margaret Bielby and Dorothy Atkinson 
 
 



  

 
 
 
Services in Helmsley Parish: 
August 2010  
 
All Saints  
 
Sunday 1 st  8.00am Holy Communion 
   6.30pm Evensong 
 
Sunday 8 th  8.00am Holy Communion 
   9.30am Family Communion 
 
Sunday 15 th  8.00am Holy Communion 
   9.30am Sung Eucharist 
 
Wednesday 18 th 9.30am Holy Communion 
 
Sunday 22 nd  8.00am Holy Communion 
   9.30am Sung Eucharist 
 
Sunday 29 th  8.00am Holy Communion 
   9.30am United Benefice Service  
 
Rievaulx   
 
Sunday 1 st 10.00am United Benefice Service –   

Rievaulx Abbey 
 
Sunday 15 th 11.00am Holy Communion 
 
Sproxton  
 
Sunday 8 th  11.00am Holy Communion 
 
 
Please check church notice boards and weekly bulletins for updates. 
 
 



  

 
Services in Helmsley Parish: 
July 2010  
 
All Saints  
 
Sunday 4th  9.30am Sung Eucharist 
   6.30pm Evensong 
 
Wednesday 7 th 9.30am Holy Communion 
 
Sunday 11 th  8.00am Holy Communion 
   9.30am Family Communion 
 
Sunday 18 th  8.00am Holy Communion  
   9.30am Sung Eucharist 
 
Sunday 25 th  8.00am Holy Communion 
   9.30am Sung Eucharist  
 
East Moors   
 
Sunday 25 th   4.00pm Patronal Evensong 
 
 
Sproxton   
 
Sunday 11 th    11.00am Holy Communion 
 
Rievaulx     
 
Sunday 4 th     8.00am Holy Communion Rievaulx Abbey                            
Sunday 18 th   11.00am Holy Communion  
 
For August Services, please see page 18 
 
Please check church notice boards and weekly bulletins for updates.  


